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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 

reflection from the atmosphere of those institutions which have fully adopted 
modern methods of treatment and training. The natural fruitage is shown in 
the new born hope and higher aspirations of all improvable offenders. 

F. Emory Lyon, 
Superintendent of Central Howard Association, Chicago. 

Burrell Oates Hanged at Last. — Readers of Mr. Crowell's article in the 
Journal for September, 1912, on the case of Burrell Oates, will be interested 
in the following item from Waxahachie, Texas : 

"Burrell Oates, a negro, who was hanged here to-day, was convicted of 
having murdered Sol Aronoff, a Dallas shopkeeper, eight years ago. Oates, 
without money or influential friends, obtained seven trials, and his case was 
responsible for two changes in Texas' statutes. 

"Oates' fight for life was made all the more remarkable by the fact that 
each of the seven trial juries found him guilty of murder, and six of them 
condmned him to death. The other jury, being unable to agree over the penalty, 
caused a mistrial, although declaring the negro's guilt. 

"Technicalities and at times more serious legal errors have been used 
repeatedly to secure new trials for Oates. The sixth trial was declared void 
because the jury in writing its verdict inadvertently omitted the words "in first 
degree" in finding Oates guilty." J. H. W. 

POLICE— IDENTIFICATION. 

Report of the President of the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police. — Major Sylvester, President of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, might well congratulate that organization in his annual report 
for its educational work alone. The dissemination of knowledge of improved 
methods for doing police work is of far greater importance than the occasional 
apprehension of some criminal for another department. It is more especially 
the case with police administration because of the lack of books and articles 
on the practical side of policing, for of fiction and generalizations there has 
always been an abundance. Students of municipal affairs have accumulated 
and published stores of knowledge on almost every phase of municipal govern- 
ment except that very important one, police. The Library of Congress does not 
contain a dozen useful works on this subject. That this lack of information is 
being realized at last is shown by the appointment of a Sheldon Fellow in 
Harvard University to devote his time to the study of police administrative 
methods in Europe and the United States. The International Association will 
for a long time be the best means of introducing new ideas. 

The great growth of automobile traffic has brought several new problems 
into police administration. The most pressing difficulty is the complication of 
street traffic, but the hardest to combat is the automobile burglar and safe- 
breaker. The solution for this would seem to be in the extension of regular 
patrols into the rural districts which has long been needed for many other 
causes and has already been introduced to a small degree in some states as 
Pennsylvania. Such a patrol would almost necessarily have to be maintained 
by the state as it is in England, France and Germany, where its value has been 
fully demonstrated. The automobile, likewise, permits a small saving in the 
larger departments through the use of automobile patrol-wagons. Boston has 
recently installed one in its largest district. The operators declare that they 
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